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our Publick Affairs in the precedent 

Papers, I have it down to the 
turn lately given them, by changing hands 
in the Miniſtry 1 it is not for me to exa- 
mine, or pretend to know, or if I did, to 
publiſh all the Reaſons Her Majeſty found 
lutcient to move her, to diſpoſeſs ſome Men 
of ſome Power, which they Ill Exercis'd, 
and worſe deſerv'd. 

But the Publick Conſequences of things, 
are ſubjetted to every bodies Remarks, and 
not to launch too far in the ſtrange variety 
of things, I ſhall at preſent only trace the 
hebaviour of the Party diſplac d, the Tem- 
per and Conduct of the Perſons and Party, 
and ſhow thereby, as well the Neceſſity 
there was of putting them out, as. the Ne- 


1 En tred a little way, into the State of 


ceſſity there is fill ef keeping tbem ſo 1, one 
of which will apparently acile from the 

The firſt Attempt theſe Gentlemen made 
upon the declining of their Powers, and 
when they ſaw it ia ſome Danger, was by 
their Iatereſt ia Parliament, to try if 
could not ſh»w themſelves there, too formi- 
dable to be meddl'd with. 

I am not of the Opinion, ſome too warm 
People entertain d, that French Money had 
reach'd the Integrity of our Repreſenta- 
tives, and that the Multitude of Lowis & Ors 
we ſaw at the beginning of this Reign, 
were the Effect of Bribes ſent over from 
France, to Deba ch our Counſellors ;, I al- 
ways thought the Black Liſt a peice of Scan - 
dalous Forgery, the Pouſſincrrs a trifli 
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Banter; and the Story of the Oy fter-Barrel 
full of Piſtoles, had nothing in it ſo bad as 

the Conſequence, to one poor Gentleman, 
m bringing in bis Creditors upon him, ſup- 
poſing he had receiv'd a great bribe ;, which 
I believe he would have been very glad had 
been true. 

Our Party needed no Bribes, and the 
French King is too wiſe to throw away his 
Money, where he ſees no occaſion for it; 
they that will do his Work tor nothing, 
have no need of being prompted ;, and 
when Men's private Inrereft or Spleen, 
puſhes them on without his Aſſiſtance, to 
do his Work and their own together; like 
the Devil with ſome ſort of Sinners, he 
lets them alone, they need no Temptati- 
ON, 

Thus it happen'd here; the B ſineſs theſe 
Gentlemen had beſore them, was to make 
their Intereſt appear ſo ſtrong in the Houſe 
of Commons, that the Court ſhould not 
think it ſate to attack them; and that the 
Queen ſhould apprehend if they were dil- 
plac'd, it might be in their Power to Em- 
barraſs Affairs, check Supplies, and leave 
us all in a Condition not to be able to carry 
on the War. 

How far they went in this, I need not re- 
capitulate; and how near they were to ob- 
taining their Ends ; I caonot think any true 
Engliſiman can forget, how all their Procee- 
dings met with a check, by the fteadineſs 
and Vigour of the Houſe of Lords, cannot 
be paſs'd over with Silence. 

Tis impoſſible to deſcribe, how ftrange- 
ly every attack they made there was re- 
puls'd ; how by the ftrength of Reaſoning, 
by force of Argument, by Law, and by 
meer Juftice, the Commons were bafff'd 
in every Attempt they made. 

I am not going to enter into the Hiſtory 
of the Proceedings, they are of ſuch re- 
cent Memory, that they need no Repetiti- 
on; but in general, no Man that makes a- 
ny Remarks ot Publick Affairs, but muſt 
remember the unequal Strife ; how the 
Common: were run a-ground in their own 
Mea res; how they found Impeachments 
they wogld not Proſecute; took Excepti- 


ons at Words they could not cenſure ; how 
the Impeach'd Lords offer d themſelves to 
Tryal, Appeal'd to Juftice, and contemn'd 
the Scandal; how my Lord A—— , 
baving then 4 good Cauſe to defend, juftify'd 
his Words beyond poſſibility of Reply 
How they miſcarried ia the Ailesbury Caſe, 
and the Writs of Error, and how that Mon- 
ftrous unheard of Petition to the Crown, 
to extend the Prerogative, appear'din the 
World. How their Occaſional Bills were 
ſo weakly defended, and yet ſo ebftinate- 
ly adhered to, that they ftood in their own 
Light, and would not at firft accept of 
what at laſt they would have been glad of, 
How they with-held New Writs from Bur- 
roughs, whoſe Elections they bad declar'd 
void, venturing thereby to make them- 
ſelves an Imperfe& Repreſentative. 

Thele things are full Demonſtrations of 
what I am upon ; and the Deſigns of a 
Party of Men, that aim'd at ſubverting 
our Conftitution , appear'd ſo groſs, and 
indeed ſo weak, that the whole World be- 
gan to ſee into the bottom of ir, 

I muft not go over this Remark without 
obſerving, that now every ſtep they took, 
was -ſo Excentrick, that like Syfipbus his 
Rolling Stone, which was to be roll'd up 
Hill every Attempt weaken'd them, and 
the farther they went upward, the ftronger 
their recoiling Cauſe came back upon 
them, into a Condition leſs able to main- 
tain tkemſcelves , than they were be- 
fore. 

Their Pen and Ink Advocates, that un- 
dertook to defend their Proceedings, did 
it ſo abſurdly, ſo ſuperficially, and ſo void. 
of Evidence in Fatt, that every Reply to 
their Arguments, made their Friends bluſh 
for them ;, and though Sir ——try'd 
all his Rhetorick, and made things ap- 
pear, with a quite diftereat Face than. 
they were; yer, like his late Attempt 
upon Mr. MSA } ; *twas as empty 
of Fact, as it was ſpecious in Appea- 
rance, and as few People were deceiv'd by 
one, as by t'other. 


MISCEL- 


( 163 ) 


— — — —— 


n — 


they had! 
had Volontarily 


they continue to Im 


follo s. 


S1 R, 
XE were inform'd bere, that in the 4 8. 
Tax 4s it was laid -this Tear, the Mi- 
niſters, neither of the Church of 1 * or 
of the Diſſemters were not 10 be Tax d, and 
that as the Letter of the Law does not aſſiſt them, 
ſo we underſiond, that at London they did nos 
pay it, notwilſtending which in our Aſſeſsment, 
all ite Difſen:ing Mimfters in this Coumry are 
Tex d, and ſome beve quietly Paid it ——— 
Others baving appeaPd to the Commilſioners, 
could obtain no Relief, but were told they muſt 
pay it, and there Goods bave been dift-41in"d 
for it; but among the reſt, our Miniſter be- 
ing an Antient Man, and beviag no vifible 
Effes to ſeize upon, they brought 4 Warran 
from the Fuſtice of Peace for bim; the poor 
Gentleman being lame of the Gont, wes oblig'd 
10 get 4 Cart for want of 4 Couch, 10 carry 
bim to the Fuſtice, which was three Miles; 
when be came there, they told bim he wes C m- 
Nis az tnft for nor Paying the Tax, 481 de- 
menicd the . Reaſon why be did not Pay the 
Quren's Tax ? the Miniſter Reply'd ;, be was 
Injorm'd they bad no Right by Law 0 Demand 


rr 


T. is now ſome time ſince I receiv'd the 

following Letter, relating to the Diſ- 
Jenting Miniſters in the Country, being A- 
ſels' d and Charg'd in the Countries, by 
Vertve of the Land Tax, or 4. Aid; 
and in the laſt Years Tax, I found it wes 
tog late to give them any Redreſs, becauſe 
aplid the time of Appeal, and 6 
id the Money , and I for 
had taken no Notice of it now, had I not 
found, that in ſeveral Parts of England, 
ſe upon them in the 
ſame manner, I however give the 
Letter in its Genuine Sence, and Anſwer 
it briefly at preſent, The Letter. is as 
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i, and ib be was not 10 be taxed by this 48, 
and 'd the A of Parliamem, — The 
Puſtice preacbe 12 Le- 
Qure to him of Diſſeyaliy and Diſaffectiam to 
the Government , and told bim, be ſhould beve 
ape d to the Commiſſioners ;, be told bim be 
bad «I'd, but conld not bave Fullice, and 
ing fick and lame, was not able to go ard ſpeak 
elf ; the Fuſtice threatned to ſend bim 
to the Coumy Fayl; and what with bis railing 
and threatning, ſo over- am d the poor Man, that 
to be quict , be choſe rather to pay the money 
than —— „ ſo have 4 great. 
many more in this Coumry; and thoſe that bave 
— heve bad their Goods eie upon, 

ſold to pay it — Pray, Sir, let m Hö 
mbar they do London in this Caſe; and if is 
be not our due to pay, what courſe we maſt tale 
to defend our ſelves, . 


This Letter, as before, has ſlept ſome time 
in my Hands, and had till continued to do 
ſo, had I not receiv'd Repeated Accounts, 
that in a many Plag in land, 
the Commiſhoners and Aﬀefors, Kill con- 
tinue to impoſe upon the Ignorance in 
the Law, and the Peaccable Temper of 
the Diſeming Miniſters in remote Parts, 
and make uſe. of their Power and Authori- 
ty, to Impoſe lllegally ſuck Taxes and 
Impoſitions, as the Law in no wiſe permits, 
and not at all agreeable, to the true intent 
and Meaning of the At of Parliament. 

Theſe are indeed bur a few Inftances, of 
the intollerable Treatment, the Diſſenting 
Minifters meet with, in the Peaccable Ex- - 
erciſe of their F , and the diſcharge 
of their Duty and Truſt —Bur ſince it is 
that, which is to be eaſily and Legally Re. 
dreſs'd, I think I make no Breach upon 


the Peaceable Temper, I Exhor!: all Peo- 
ple, if I. ſay to theſe Gentlemen, 
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